Nay 11, 1989 LB 211

PRESI DENT: Senat or Chanbers, please.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Yes, Nr. ~ha'.rman and menbers of the
Legislature, | will explain what this is doing. In the bill
I'm on page 3, line 17, where it refers us to a section of t he
sthat intet,) 28-319. Oh, did | nmean 28-319? | meant 28-320 t hat
shou e.

CLERK: 28-3207

SENATOR CHANBERS Yes, if dy allow me to correct the
reference. I'n 28-320 ny amen nt wouldhave the effect of
renoving subsection (3) which is the misdemeanor. ang, the
bill is passed, it will deal only with {hgse f el ony offenses
and | have a problem even Wlth 28-320, because all that' s
required is the touching. a man, and usually we're

t hinking about a man who has done this’although a woman not
too many days ago, was convicted of sexual assaulgt agai nst ¢

boys, one was her nephew and naybe one her son, but that was in
Lancaster County, so wonen sonetinmes are charged too. gy jf |

say a man, |'mnot being chauvinistic, but that's where mst ¢
the cases wouldoccur. A nm coul d beat a woman to a pulp, and
maybe there was no sexual contact | ntended at all, but that

could be alleged, and that could nake it a nuch nore serious
of fense, and maybe that is what the Legislature would want to
do. And |' m not saying any of these things that people do to
others are good. But there are so many tinmes that we pass

and it allows a heaping up of one thing on another out ol‘ one
transaction, and it can so easily allow one thing to be |gpeled
as sonething el se. And the real problemthat | see with the
bill, even if some of the concerns that |I' ve nmentioned about the
existing |aw were taken out, in cases that are npot stale, you
know that would be brought within thethree years, there have
been probl ens of children being coached, of women being coerced
by famly menmbers or others. And, if you stretch it out an
addi tional two years, Senator Langford indicated that ives
the prosecutor nore time, but it also gives certain powerful
fam lies, especially in small towns, a chance to bring more
coercion and pressure onacounty attorney. Andif they have
one they don't |ike anyway then they can make him prin a ad
case. And there arecounty attorneys who wll i e?d to tt}ns
pressure. So the bill, onits face, if it could (g wh at
t he peopl e who want the bill would have it do, there wm?l% be no
problem And this amendnent that I'mofferlng deals with just a
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